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Background

Making aid information easily accessible on the Internet isn't enough. Aid information must be legally accessible as well to prevent intended or unintended legal restrictions creating a barrier to use and reuse of aid information.

Without a license, users can never be sure of their rights to the information and this acts as a negative effect on innovation as the users never know if they can be subject to an expensive intellectual property (IP) lawsuit. Giving users a license gives a firm foundation to build new applications, analysis and tools with the information – particularly important for professional and commercial users.
The TAG secretariat, in collaboration with a small group chaired by the World Bank and including an open data/intellectual property lawyer, developed a discussion paper that set out a number of recommendations
 for discussion at the TAG meeting. There was broad consensus with these recommendations at the meeting. 
The Proposal
Please consult with the legal teams within your organisation to confirm whether you accept the following proposal: 

1. The IATI Licensing Standard will be a set of principles that must be adhered to, rather than a prescriptive set of terms and conditions. The Standard will state that each donor’s license must:  

· Be limited to open licenses as defined under the Open Knowledge Definition

· Be limited to public domain or attribution only licenses, with a preference for public domain. 

2. We will provide a model implementation of the new IATI Licensing Standard making use of existing open licenses. This will be a common set of terms and conditions that can be adopted by any signatory that does not have or want to develop their own. 
(Note: we will urge each signatory to consider using this license for publishing to the IATI standard, as fewer differing licenses will reduce complexity for users of the data.)

If you would like to speak to the TAG secretariat and/or a legal expert in licensing of data, please contact Simon Parrish (simon@devinit.org).
The TAG discussion paper (footnote 1) sets out the recommendations in more detail. It also contains a brief overview of how signatory content is currently licensed based on short scan of their websites.

Other considerations

Licensing IATI products

In addition to licenses for data provided by signatories, the TAG meeting highlighted the need to license IATI products:
1. An IP policy for the IATI registry

2. Licensing the standard, schema and related code lists.
The TAG secretariat will address these needs.
Support for providers and users of data
We will create a set of resources to educate and support providers and users on licensing issues, including FAQ and guidelines for how to implement attribution. 
� http://www.aidtransparency.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/Session-12-Licensing.doc


� http://www.opendefinition.org/okd/
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