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Progress Report on IATI for HLF4, November 2011
Background 

This note provides a progress report on the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) since its launch at HLF3 in Accra three years ago. IATI is a voluntary initiative that seeks to increase the transparency of aid in order to maximise effectiveness.  IATI is governed by a multi-stakeholder Steering Committee and administered by a small Secretariat currently hosted by the UK’s Department for International Development (DFID).  IATI has received funding from the governments of Finland, Ireland, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Germany, Sweden, Australia, Spain, Norway and the UK.  


IATI’s Approach 

IATI recognised from the outset that many different people wanted to use aid information for many different purposes, and that it would be impossible to construct a single database to meet all of these diverse needs. IATI adopted an alternative approach, seeking to develop an open standard for the publication of aid information that would allow data to be shared electronically in a common format. The twin advantages of this approach are that providers of aid information only need to publish their data once, in the agreed format (thus avoiding costly duplication) while users of aid information can locate the data they are seeking from a central point (the IATI Registry), and use or re-purpose the information to meet their individual needs. IATI is therefore based on the principle that information is published once, used many times. 
The IATI Standard 
Having clearly established the priority needs of partner country stakeholders, IATI’s Technical Advisory Group (TAG) began work on developing a standard that would meet these needs at the same time as supporting donors to meet their Accra commitments on transparency in a consistent, coherent way. Membership of the IATI TAG was open to all and representatives of over 100 organisations contributed to its work. Final details of the IATI Standard were agreed by IATI signatories and Steering Committee members in February 2011. The IATI Standard consists of agreement on what information will be published, a common set of definitions and a common, electronic format for sharing information and a Framework for Implementation.  Responding to donor concerns, the Standard carefully builds on the DAC CRS coding structure to ensure no duplication of effort. Each organisation that agrees to publish its data to the IATI Standard completes an individual Implementation Schedule which sets out the details of its own timetable for implementation. 
Implementation 

To 7th November, seven signatories are publishing their aid information to the IATI standard including the UK, Australia, Netherlands, the European Union, the World Bank, UNOPS and the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. In addition, two NGOs – Development Initiatives and the International HIV/AIDS Alliance – have also begun publishing their data to the IATI Registry. A further seven signatories are planning to publish just before HLF4, including three for whom we are offering conversion of their DAC CRS ++ data as a first step towards publishing to the IATI Standard. 
IATI Country Pilots 

Three country pilots are planned to test various aspects of IATI’s potential use at country level, including automated data exchange between IATI and national aid information management systems and aligning IATI information with country budgets (DRC and Rwanda), capturing data on planned disbursements (Rwanda) and integrating data from NGOs and South-South Cooperation providers in AIMS (Colombia).  

For further information on IATI, please contact: 


Neil McKie, IATI Co-ordinator


 � HYPERLINK "mailto:n-mckie@dfid.gov.uk" �n-mckie@dfid.gov.uk� 


IATI’s representatives at HLF4 will be:


 Simon Parrish, � HYPERLINK "mailto:simon@devinit.org" �simon@devinit.org�  


Tel: + 44 7794 147644


Isabel Bucknall, � HYPERLINK "mailto:isabelb@devinit.org" �isabelb@devinit.org� 


Tel + 44 7791 588112














IATI at Busan


IATI is an integral part of the proposed Building Block on Transparency, scheduled to be discussed in plenary on the morning of second day of HLF4, 30th November. In addition: 


IATI will have an e-poster in the Knowledge and Innovation Space.


IATI will co-host a Knowledge Workshop on Transparency in Action with Development Initiatives plus the Governments of Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo. This event will take place at 5.30-6.30pm on 30th November.


IATI will also feature at a side event on Putting Transparency, Accountability and Results into Action, organised by Development Gateway, the World Bank Institute, the Korean Development Institute, UNICEF and the Open Aid Partnership. This event will take place at 1.30-2.30pm on 30th November. 








Consultation


IATI began its work by consulting partner countries and CSOs about their priority needs for information, organising meetings that included representatives of 72 partner countries and over 150 civil society organisations (CSOs). These meetings confirmed that:


The top priority for partner countries is timely, up-to-date and reliable information on current and future aid flows. 


They do not want “one size fits all” information but information that they can use for their own systems and processes.


 They also want more detailed information on where, when, by whom, how, on what, and in which sectors aid is spent. 


They stress the need for better information to allow them to monitor results and the impact of aid, and they want better coverage of aid flows, including information from global funds and NGOs. 


Information to assist in monitoring of Paris Declaration targets was regarded as useful. 


While contract and procurement details were regarded as less important for developing countries than other areas of the proposed standard, non-statistical information, including relevant strategy, policy and evaluation documents, were regarded as essential. 


The areas highlighted by the CSO consultation exercise were conditionality, aid commitments and actual disbursements, project impact and complete project documentation. 








Membership


IATI’s membership has expanded to include 22 signatories: Australia, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Ireland, the Netherlands, Norway, New Zealand, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the UK, African Development Bank, Asian Development Bank, The European Commission, The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), � HYPERLINK "http://www.undp.org/" �United Nations Development Programme� (UNDP), � HYPERLINK "http://www.unops.org/english/Pages/default.aspx" �United Nations Office for Project Services � (UNOPS), � HYPERLINK "http://www.gavialliance.org/" �Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation� (GAVI), � HYPERLINK "http://www.theglobalfund.org/" �The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria� and the � HYPERLINK "http://www.hewlett.org/" �Hewlett Foundation�. In addition, Canada and the US have been regular observers at IATI meetings. 


22 partner countries have endorsed IATI; Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Colombia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Dominican Republic,  Ghana, Honduras, Indonesia, Lebanon, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Moldova, Montenegro, Nepal, Papua New Guinea, Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Syria, Tanzania, Viet Nam. 











